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The success of the Tri-State Dairy Nutrition Conference is demonstrated by attendance (Figure 1) and citation 
or reprinting of proceedings manuscripts in the scientific, international, and popular press literature. The 
Conference has resulted in major impacts to the feed industry and dairy producers, and influenced students 
seeking careers in animal nutrition and the direction of some research programs. The results from the 2009 
survey distributed to attendees revealed the following (number in parentheses indicates number of responses; 
std = standard deviation): 
 
1. Attended the Conference on average for 7.1 years ( std = 5.7; n = 79) 
2. a) Despite your best efforts as a nutritionist, what percentage of the herds that you work with have a 

considerable problem with subacute ruminal acidosis? n = 55, average = 27.6%, std = 19.7 
b) Of the herds that experience this problem, what single management factor contributes most to this disease 

on their farm? (n = 53) 
 
 Inconsistent feed mixing and delivery (7); overall feed mismanagement (7); excess starch, inadequate fiber 

levels in diet (6); moisture changes (5); overcrowding (5); feed (esp. forage) and TMR variability (5); sorting 
(4); slug feeding (3); absence of TMR (2); low fiber length (2); feed bunk management (2); TMR feeder- not 
following ration or rounding too large (2) 

 
3. TMR feeding: 

a) What percentage of the herds that you work with have the following number of different TMR fed to the 
lactating cows: (n = 55) 

          66.2% - One TMR 18.9% - 2 9.2% - 3         4.6% - 4         1.1% - 5 or more 
 

b) What percentage of the herds you work with use TMR tracking software: 
 n = 55, average = 17.4%, std = 26.5 
 
4. Of the herds that you work with that have discontinued the use of bovine growth hormone, what management 

changes have they made to improve efficiency without the product? (n = 67) 
 

Focused on improving reproduction, i.e., pregnancy rate, or reproduction improved after discontinuing bST 
(20); changed grouping strategies, e.g. increased number of groups and number of rations, added fresh cow 
group, etc. (16); changed feeds or additives [Rumensin (begin-3, discontinue-1), Propel, Rally, yeast, 
balancing for amino acids, decrease fat] (6); begin 3x milking (4); reformulate rations (3); culling lower 
producing and open cows (3); better feed management (2); shortened dry period (2); improved forage quality 
(2); use BMR corn (2) 
 

5. Price for corn silage: 
 

a) If the client that you are working with can not provide you with the purchase price or production cost for 
corn silage, what value or how do you determine the value for use in ration formulation? (n = 53) 

  
Established price range used: $28 to 55 (n = 8); 10x corn price (n = 8); 8x bushel of dry corn (n = 2); many 
variations of using 7 to 10x price of corn with adjustments for moisture, harvesting costs, and market factors 



 
b) Did you get some ideas of how to better value corn silage during the Conference?  
 (n = 55)  92.7% Yes    7.3% No 

 
6. Starch digestion and concentrations: 

a) In your opinion, particle size of corn grain can be too small in diets for lactating cows.  
 (n = 62)  35.5% Agree   64.5% Disagree 
 
Comments: 

• Agree if high moisture corn and used at a high inclusion rate 
• Depends on the rest of the diet 
• No one grinds under 500 microns 

 
b) For most diets for lactating cows, I regard  _____ % starch as the minimum and _____ % as the 

maximum. (n = 53) 
     Minimum = 21.0% (std = 2.93)  Maximum = 29.0% (std 2.8)  

 
7. What are the two most common management strategies (besides rapid feedout) or amendments used to 

enhance quality or extend use of wet commodities on farms that you work with? (n = 56) 
   

Ensiling, especially in bags (15); pack and/or cover the product (9); use salt (7); add amendments in storage, 
including corn silage, hay, straw, soy hulls, corn cobs, corn (n = 6); add propionic acid (5); feed up as quickly 
as possible, e.g. 2 weeks or less (5); splitting a load between farms to decrease delivery amount (4); storage 
optimizing (3); bunker management, e.g., limit height, back sloped concrete pit, made from concrete blocks 
(2’ x 2’ x 8’) (3) 

 

 
Figure 1. Attendance at the Tri-State Dairy Nutrition Conference. 

 


