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The success of the Tri-State Dairy Nutrition Conference is demonstrated by attendance (Figure 1) 
and citation or reprinting of proceedings manuscripts in the scientific, international, and popular 
press literature. The Conference has resulted in major impacts to the feed industry and dairy 
producers, and influenced students seeking careers in animal nutrition and the direction of some 
research programs. The results from the 2006 survey distributed to attendees revealed the following:

a) Attended the Conference on average for 9.1 years ( n = 146)
b) Approximately 37, 760 dairy producers are impacted by those in attendance
c) Change in volume of dairy business during past 3 years: 75.2% increased, 5.7% decreased, 19.0% no 

change (n = 105)
d) Of those with increased dairy business, 93.8% indicated that topics at the Conference had helped them in 

meeting the challenges in their business (n = 80)
e) 95.7% of those attending the Conference during the past 3 years had improved their ability to 

troubleshoot nutritional or animal health problems as a result of the Conference (n = 117)
f)  41.2% of respondents had used the Conference to fulfill continuing education credit (n = 119)
g) On average, attendees referred back to the Proceedings 5 times within a year (n = 120)
h) 65.1% of the respondents had suggested changes in feeding practices as a result of the Conference, 

which increased milk yield or reduced feed costs/cwt of milk (n = 109)
i) 66.7% of the respondents had been able to use information from the Conference to reduce feed costs or 

nutrient excretion (n = 96)
j) Of those that reduced nutrient excretion, 82.8% had reduced dietary P in the diet from 0.45 to 0.39% of 

dietary DM (n = 49)
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Figure 1.  Attendance at the Tri-State Dairy Nutrition Conference.


